
0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

Unit Cost
 In Billions of $

LMSR from Diego Garcia C-17's from Diego Garcia C-17's from Ramstein AFB in
Germany

Sealift v. Airlift 
 Pre-positioned Forces

Carrying the Same Tonnage

$350M

57 C-17's 
totaling 
$11.4B

82 C-17's 
totaling 
$16.4B

It takes 5 days 
for 1 pre-
positioned LMSR 
to travel to 
Saudia Arabia.

It would take 57 C-
17's 7 round trips to 
travel the same route 
in the same 116 hour 
period

Alternatively, it would take 
80 C-17's 25 hours, flying 5 
round trips each to travel 
from Ramstein AFB to Saudi 
Arabia.  


